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+“… AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL (WHICH MEANS GOD WITH US).” –MATT 1:23   

December has come and gone as fast as the 
snow.  Here one day, melts the next.  It sure 
is beautiful when it’s laying on the houses, 
the ground, even on the cars.  All of which 
have been a complete and total blessing 
from God.  Even that light up snow man was 
given to us, the chairs on my front porch, 
repurposed from the trash.  It’s crazy if you 
just step back and look at your life, all of the 
many ways you see God provide for our 
needs and our wants.  We truly have an 
amazing God.  During this Christmas season, 
we are reminded of the greatest provision, 
Jesus, who paid our impossible debt, sin.  
And of course, we are thankful for the Spirit 
who lives in us, and works continuously in our 
lives.  Even today I can see so many ways 
that the Spirit is working in our city, 
neighborhoods, streets and in our homes.   

       

  

We continually ask for prayers for our city, and the      
surrounding area, to see Gospel Saturation in 
Philadelphia and in the areas surrounding it, so that 
every man, woman and child has a daily encounter 
with Jesus in word and deed.  We specifically ask that 
you pray that the Spirit reveals to Shellie and I, where 
we should plant in the future. 

This month I began some prep work for my 
Church Planting Externship with Redemption 
City Church in Brewerytown (Phila.)  We will 

hit the ground running in January for this 2 
year program with Soma Sending, and my 
first Summit in Bellevue, WA in Feb.-Mar. 

So thankful for our family at RCC, that God has 
blessed us with, that we have the pleasure serving 
alongside with as City Group Leaders.  We at least 
work well enough together to escape that Island 
Room!  I literally had no idea what was going on, so 
I rode a bike the whole time that powered our 
communication radio… took one for the team, ha!  

Shellie and I have been considering and 
praying over my employment, and in 
January, will be pursuing self-employment as 
a painter, which is exciting and also a huge 
leap of faith to trust in God to provide work 
in that way.  This decision goes hand in hand 
with my externship with RCC, as I will be able 
to create a schedule that allows me to be 
flexible in regard to the 3 Summits that I will 
be attending for training this year, my 
weekly responsibilities at RCC, as well as my 
course work for each assignment that I will 
have during my planting training. 

Since the last Halftime Report that I sent out 
in Nov., I had the opportunity to preach at 
our Gathering and lead worship.  But the 
hardest thing that I was called to do, was to 

teach the children about the first advent 
candle, the candle of HOPE, during our Wed. 
night City Group meal.  I am so thankful that 
they were attentive (some of them, ha), and 
were answering questions about the greatest 
gift… JESUS born in a manger! 

 
Had the privilege of leading worship on Christmas Eve 
morning with my cousin, Sean, my Dad, Mom, and 
friend Lindsay.  “And He shall reign forevermore.  Unto 
us a Child is born, the King of King and Lord of lords.”       
–He Shall Reign Forevermore by Chris Tomlin 

I believe God has called us to church planting, 
to share the HOPE of JESUS in this way.  He 
has equipped me, given me training, 
education, experience and a passion to plant 
churches that are truly a family of servant 
missionaries who live life-on-life with one 
another as we see in the book of Acts.  It is 
important that each church plant reflects 
Christ, and follows the leading of the Spirit, 
so that more will be added to the family each 
day from our community.  This has been on 
my heart ever since the mission trip to L.A. in 
2013.  The hope is that all men, women and 
children will have a daily encounter with 
Jesus in word and deed through His people.    
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I pray that this will happen through the use of 
Missional Communities (detailed in Nov. ed.) 
within each church plant, where people care 
for each other, love each other, serve their 
community and invite others to join the 
family.  These church plants are a part of 
God’s plan, His plan of Gospel saturation, to 
see a people filled with Jesus.  God will use 
normal everyday people, who are saturated 
with his presence and the good news of 
Jesus, in the everyday stuff of life.  His plan 
that we want to be a part of, is for the earth 
to be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, just as the waters cover the sea 
(Habakkuk 2:14). 

I personally feel like one of the biggest 
challenges stepping forward, is going to be 
fully trusting in our finances over the next 
few years.  As I mentioned before, it is asked 
of us as future planters, to raise our support 
for a majority of our Soma Sending tuition, 
which is $7600, and God has already 
provided generously through His people, 
$2500 of that.  But, we also know that I will 
need time, while being employed as a 
painter, to invest in my training and 
externship work at RCC, therefore we have 
decided to ask God to provide Ministry 
Partners to join us during these 2 years of 
Soma Sending.  This would require our 
friends and family to prayerfully consider 
partnering with us financially over the next 2 
years, to help us reach our goal of $1412 per 
month, so that I can have a few hours a week 
free to prepare for Church Planting and to 
have the hands on experience I need at RCC, 
while offsetting the remaining cost of Soma 
Sending tuition. 

Learned so much bout Matthew 1:18-25 & the 
prophecy found in Isaiah 7:14, when I had the 
opportunity to prepare and preach the first week 
of Advent, sharing about the HOPE we have in 
Jesus! 

 

We can’t wait to see the amazing way that 
God will do this, and we are trusting in Him 
to make this possible, as He raises the funds 
for His work, and blesses us with them.  
Shellie and I would love to meet with you to 
share more about our vision, and the calling 
that we have toward Church Planting.  Please 

let me know via email or phone if you’d like 
to be a Ministry Partner with us, as you have 
been given an opportunity to be part of 
God’s work in planting churches just by 
reading this. 

Honestly, looking back on how God provided 
for us this year in so many different ways, in 
ways that I never would have seen coming, I 
am fully confident that God will help us reach 
this goal of $33888 over the next 2 years.  
God has just been working things out in such 
unexpected ways to meet our needs, and we 
are so thankful that He continues to take 
care of us. 

One thing that has perplexed us right now is 
figuring out, ‘Where?’  Where is He calling us 
to plant?  We have been praying for this, and 
have many people praying for an answer for 
us.  Thankfully we have some time to figure 
that out, but right now God has us 
ministering to our neighbors in Cheltenham, 
and with our church family at RCC in 
Brewerytown.  We know that God has us 
here now, but we want to make sure we 
clearly know what neighborhood He wants 
us to plant in long term, when our training is 
complete in Dec 2019.  We hope to know 
‘where’ by this time next year though, and 
we covet your prayers for this.   

There are many options, as God could call us 
to plant in the community we currently live, 
or to help with the plant in Brewerytown, or 
another part of our city, or in a place that 
hasn’t even been on our heart/mind yet.  So 
please, keep that in prayer for us as often as 
you are able. 

 

Had the opportunity to go to Chickie & Pete’s in the NE 
to learn from and be encouraged by Luis Centeno 
speaking to us church planters at the Phila Church 
Planters Tour with many other planters who are planting 
in our city.    

 

 

 

Praises 

- That we had an amazing Christmas with our 

family and friends, as usual, centered around the 
table & that we were able to have guests come to 
Shellie’s annual Christmas Eve dinner! 

- For my DNA group that meets each Tues. 

morning, and how much I’ve been able to learn 
about the book of Acts in our discussions, and how 
encouraging they have been for me as life has 
made so many twists and turns this year.  
(Similarly a praise for Shellie, as she also in her 
Mon. night DNA group with amazing ladies from 
RCC) 

- So thankful to have found ‘Maybe’ a forever 

home! 
 

As I mentioned in the Nov. edition…                          
we had the opportunity to rescue “Maybe.”  We 
brought her into our family and were able to take 
care of her medical needs, giving her the love she 
needed.  Maybe and Moxie had some trouble living 
together, which makes sense as they’ve been 2 
solo dogs for years now, but we are so thankful to 
say that one of my childhood friends adopted her 
from us, after we fostered her for 2 months.  She 
now lives in Baltimore and is being loved well!  

Prayer Requests 

- That it is made clear to us where we are to plant 

in the future. 

- That we are able to find enough Ministry 

Partners to reach our $1412 monthly goal 

- Please be praying for continual growth in both 

Shellie and I as we desire to be more like Christ 
each day, following the Spirit’s leading. 

- Ask for the Spirit to move in our hearts to see 

the needs around us each day, that we may see 
God’s plan for us in each day, not just to our own 
agenda 

- That we are able to have a great NYE Party, 

celebrating the year God gave us, and the many 
great things that He will do in the year to come! 
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CONTACT INFO: 

DAN & SHELLIE HACKER 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 
DanHacker41843@gmail.com 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
8009 Hammond Rd 

Cheltenham, PA 19012 

 

As we look to find Ministry 
Partners, please be in prayer, seek 
God’s leading, and let us know if 
you’d like to partner with us, as 
we begin this Externship with RCC 
in Phila. We would love to meet 
with you to share what God has 
been doing, is doing, and what we 
know He will do to us, and 
through us. 

 

 


