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“FOR THE EARTH WILL BE FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD  
AS THE WATER COVERS THE SEA.” – HABAKKUK 2:14 

  

It’s been a few months since I had the time to 
sit down, reflect on all that God has been 
doing in our lives, and then get to actually 
type it out for all to hear the testimony.  So I 
will try to recap the first 2 ½ months of 2018.   

Shellie and I have been able to see God 
provide in so many different ways!  It has 
been so humbling as we have been in a 
season of deepened faith and trust in Him.  
We really have learned how to rely on God in 
ways we never had to before in our lives.  He 
provided 2 painting opportunities for me, 1 
with a painting company, and another 
painting for a developer in Philly as we have 
moved away from the self-employment for 
now.  Also, the Spirit has really been working 
in the hearts of many, as we now have 10 
Ministry Partners, as we continue to raise 
$33,888 by the end of 2019.  God has raised 
$2,292 for us, with a commitment by our 
Ministry Partners for $9,697.  This process of 
identifying those that the Spirit is calling to 
support our current church planting with 
RCC, and for our Soma training has been 
exciting to see the different means He is 
using.  We are looking forward to seeing how 
He will provide to reach this goal. 

      

  

Pray for Philly, that Gospel Saturation will be seen in 
each neighborhood, so that all may have an encounter 
with Jesus though word and deed.  My Residency 
began in January, giving me more opportunity to 
serve in the city with my family at RCC. 

Since 2018 began there have been many 
changes in life, working for 2 companies 
painting, beginning my Soma Sending training, 
reading many books for church planting, writing 
papers to reflect on what I’ve been learning and 

applying it to my church planting experience at 
RCC.  But also, we as a city have been 
celebrating our E-A-G-L-E-S…Eagles!  Shellie 
and I have been able to be more intentional in 
building relationships with our neighbors 
through the Eagles playoffs games, and I have 
had the opportunity to meet with many of you 
who have taken interest in what it looks like to 
be a Ministry Partner with us at RCC.   

Super Bowl Sunday at RCC, what a great time to 
be in Philadelphia, and our Gathering was full of 
Eagles jerseys.  We had one Patriots fan try to 
sneak in our picture, we still love him though.  
What a great victory for our city! FLY EAGLES FLY! 

Also, I have been coordinating and leading 
worship a few times a month at RCC with my 
friend Silas. That has been so much fun, to be 
able to use the gifts God has given me, to bless 
Him in song and lead others to praise Jesus for 
all that he has done for us.   

 
Leading a team all dressed in Eales jerseys was 
incredible.  You don’t see that every day, and Pastor 
Stephen preached in his Wentz jersey too! ‘Win this 
nation back, change the atmosphere, build Your 
kingdom here, we pray!” –Build Your Kingdom Here, by 
Rend Collective 

Shellie and I are continuing to grow as City 
Group leaders under the leading/training of 
Pastor Stephen and his wife Monica, learning 
much about being a Family of Servant 
Missionaries.  Reading a book called ‘Gospel 
Fluency’ put a burden on my heart to really 
become fluent in the Gospel Story, and to 
encourage my City Group family to do the 
same.  I came back from Seattle with this 
intention to share with them, and what do you 
know, the Spirit did it, it was such an amazing 
experience to be part of, seeing Him bringing 
our people together, to speak the Gospel into 
each other’s lives.   

I also had the opportunity to preach at 
Rhawnhurst Presbyterian Church in the 
Northeast, sharing with them the story of Jesus’ 
Transfiguration, from Mark, reminding myself 
and those listening that Jesus should be the 
most Glorious in our lives.  I need to preach this 
Gospel message to myself as it is so easy for me 
to make other things more glorious in my life, 
but the place of glory is reserved for Jesus our 
King. 

 One thing that I’m most excited about, after 
much prayer and discussion, is that we have 
actually been able to start a group from RCC, 
under Pastor Stephen’s leadership, in our area. 
It provides a place locally for those who are part 
of RCC, to be good family to one another, and it 
is called the Peachtree Fellowship Group.  So 
why Peachtree?  It’s because I love peaches, no, 
just kidding.  But this has been a great 
opportunity for me to coach our leadership 
team who has been loving all of those that have 
been attending for the past few months.  

I traveled to Seattle for my first Summit, and 
got to meet my 8 classmates, learning much 
together in our classes.  We had classes on 
Spiritual Warfare, the Gospel, the Spirit, 
Missional Communities, Leading by God’s 
Design, and Team Leadership.  We also got to 
see the houses and churches that all of Soma 
began in years ago, the places that we read 
about in our books for training.  Probably out of 
everything, I learned the most about myself, 
how God has designed me.  Then based on that, 
I really am looking forward to being part of a 
leadership team that is made up of more than 1 
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lead elder/pastor, with our giftings 
complimenting each other, as we lead the 
church together.  After reading about 
leadership, discussing it with my class, and 
seeing how God has designed all of them, I 
firmly believe co-leadership is key for planting. 

It was awesome to meet all of my classmates 
and I can’t wait to grow together with them 
more.  I am so happy that our second Summit 
location got switched to PHILLY THIS 
SUMMER!  I can’t wait for them to experience 
our city with their wives, and see what God is 
doing here through the church.  I also can’t wait 
for them to meet Shellie, and her to meet them. 

My Soma Sending class, as we met for the first 
time in Feb. in Seattle with Ben Connelly (left in 
black) who oversees our Residencies, and Jeff 
Vanderstelt (center in gray) who is the visionary 
leader for Soma.  It was crazy to hear all of our 
different stories that brought us all to that point in 
Seattle, to be part of God’s plan to use us in church 
planting.  We all travelled from across the country, 
Virginia, Salt Lake City, Spokane, Nashville, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, and South Jersey. 

Praises 

- That I learned much at the Summit in Seattle, 

and that the Spirit was really working in our hearts 
as we are all preparing to plant. 

- That the Spirit really did a great work moving in 

the life of our City Group this past week, and that 
we are growing as a Family of Servant 
Missionaries! 

- So thankful for my coaches, Stephen Weeks and 

Trip Forgeng, who have been investing so much 
time into me sharing their experience as church 
planters. 

- Extremely thankful for Shellie who has really 

been an amazing wife and partner in this new 
endeavor that we have taken on this past year. 

- Can’t forget, how God has gathered Ministry 

Partners to invest in church planting and thankful 
for the sacrifices they have made financially to 
support us in this work at RCC.  

- A huge praise, as Shellie and I applied to go to a 

Soma School in Virginia this July, that the fee to 

attend was provided by Soma Culver City in CA, so 
that it would be possible for us to attend. 

 

 
Half of our Sending class, at the top of the Space 
Needle, representing God’s word in Philly, Louisiana, 
Utah and Massachusetts through planting.  Can’t wait to 
see how God will use us!  

Prayer Requests 

- Still need much prayer, that it be made clear to 

us where we are to plant in the future, either 
beginning here in our neighborhood, a different 
local neighborhood, or if He is calling us to an 
entirely different city. 

- That we are able to identify more Ministry 

Partners to reach our $1412 monthly goal. 

- Please pray for me, that I lead myself well in my 

relationship with Jesus, and that I lead Shellie well 
in her relationship with Jesus too. 

- Ask for the Spirit to continually reveal to us, the 

ways that we can intentionally serve and love our 
neighbors. 

- That we see our friends, neighbors, coworkers, 

come to love Jesus. 

 

Spent time worshipping with our brothers and 
sisters at Soma Federal Way, outside of Seattle.  
What a blessing it was to see that God is doing the 
same through church planting on the other side of 
the country, as He is doing here in Philly!  

 

CONTACT INFO: 

Dan & Shellie Hacker 

Email Address:                                                                     
DanHacker41843@gmail.com 

Mailing Address:                                                                 
8009 Hammond Rd                                                       
Cheltenham, PA 19012 

As we look to find more Ministry Partners, 
please be in prayer and let us know if you’d like 
to partner with us, during this 2 year Residency 
with RCC in Phila, as we train and help with this 
church plant in Brewerytown. 

 

 

 

 


