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“IT IS GOD WHO WORKS IN YOU, BOTH TO WILL AND TO WORK FOR HIS GOOD PLEASURE” –PHIL 2:13   

Wow, what a Summer!  God has given us 
much to do, and much needed rest in 
between.  There is so much to tell you, but 
first and foremost, we want to share about a 
huge grace of God!  Over the first 6 months 
of the year, 22 people joined us as Ministry 
Partners!  I am thankful to report that this 
means that we are almost at our goal to raise 
$33,000 for 2018-19.  There has been $19,097 
given/promised for these 2 years.  It has been 
such a huge blessing to us, helping pay for 
our Soma Sending tuition and offsetting 
income, giving me freedom to be very active 
in our Church Plant (Redemption City), It has 
also allowed me to take off from work 
(painting) to attend Soma Summits and 
Soma Schools.  We are asking that you, our 
friends and family, pray about being part of 
our Ministry Partner Team, so that the 
remaining $14,000 can be raised.  We know 
already that God will provide, and are 
inviting you to be part of His work! 

       

  

At RCC, it was such a blessing to see our sister, Chris 
baptized in June, as she shared with us the work of the 
Spirit in her life, bringing her to a saving faith in Jesus! 

27 of us at RCC signed a Church Covenant, 
entering into a covenant family on June 10th 
as the first members of RCC!  This was a huge 
day in the life of our plant, as there were 
about 15 people coming only a year ago 
when we had first gone to RCC in June 2017.  
It’s been amazing to see how the Spirit is 
stirring in the neighborhood and in the hearts 

of those who live there.  Pray for us as we 
have covenanted together and live on 
mission with one another, displaying for our 
neighbors, the community of Jesus. 

So thankful for our family at RCC, that covenanted 
together on June 10th, 2018. #FamilyPhoto  

Later that month, we had our 2nd Soma 
Sending Summit, as I went to Seattle in 
March, this time all of our wives came to 
train with us, and we had the privilege of 
hosting the June Summit in Philly!  All of my 
classmates traveled from across the country 
to the City of Brotherly Love, to learn from 
local pastors who have been planting in our 
area.  Some who trained us traveled from NJ 
and VA to share the wisdom and experiences 
that God has given them.  One thing that has 
really shaped my thinking as I process the 
many aspects of church planting, is that we 
need to fully know The Story of God, to 
understand Our Mission within His Story 
(that’s the best way to put it without fully 
unpacking that thought...call me for more, 
ha).  My friend Britton and his wife Brittany, 
who are planting in Utah, came a few days 
early to spend time with Shellie and I.  They 
were able to see the context we are planting 
in, and we all had a much needed time of 
encouraging one another in this process that 
God has brought us all to as church planters.  
I can’t wait to go see their context and their 
plant in Utah in a few week! 

 
Had the privilege of showing the couples from our East 
Coast Cohort around my city (they are from VA, Mass, 
and NJ) while they were here for our Summit. 

I am so thankful, I had another opportunity to 
preach recently in July.  I feel as though the 
sermon prep for each sermon is so encouraging 
and challenging for me personally, as I had a 
chance to take more time that week to dig deep 
into Exodus 11-13.  It tells of the first Passover, 
with the sacrifice of a lamb to protect the first 
born from death.  This OT narrative clearly points 
to the NT Gospels, where we see the firstborn, 
Jesus becoming a sacrifice to protect the lives of 
all from the penalty of sin, death.  The part of my 
study that impacted me the most was a quote by 
Thomas Watson, who said “Til sin be bitter (until 
we see our sin as bitter as it really is*), Christ will 
not be sweet.”   

*I added the note in the parenthesis, to help bring 
clarity, since you didn’t hear the 45 minute 
sermon  
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I painted the doorposts to remind us of the blood that 
was shed in Exodus 12 and Luke 23 (and yes I asked 
permission). 

One thing that I am super excited to announce, is 
that we have started 2 DNA groups in our area, as 
there are people from our area who have been 
traveling downtown to be part of the RCC family.   
DNA (Discover.Nurture.Act.) groups are gender 
based groups that meet weekly to pray, 
encourage, challenge, dig into Scripture, and 
spiritually care for each other.  I am leading one 
with 5 other guys, and my friend Rebecca (Sean’s 
fiancé) is leading the group of 5 ladies.  They have 
been great, and we have seen the Spirit at work 
already!  We are also going to be multiplying out 
of our Brewerytown City Group, as we have 6 CG 
leaders (Shellie, Sean, Rebecca, my mom and 
dad, you know them as Roy and Geri, ha, and me) 
in who will be a Family of Servant Missionaries in 
our area with others who have been traveling for 
CG’s downtown.  This is a huge shift, and our time 
at Soma School in Chesapeake, VA this past July 
has helped us process through all of these plans as 
we ask the Spirit to continue to guide in all of this. 

Worshipping together in one of our last CG nights with 
our family down in Brewerytown, as we will be 
multiplying out.  It’s so amazing to see how the Spirit is 
moving all over our city! 

As I mentioned briefly above, Shellie and I were 
able to go to Soma School 101, which is separate 
from the Soma Sending program that we are in 
for church planters.  Soma School 101 is for 
anyone interested in learning more about Soma 
Identities, The Story, and Missional Communities.  
We are so thankful that Soma Culver in LA 
supported us, so that we could afford to attend 
this amazing training intensive in VA a few weeks 
ago.  Pastor Chris from AZ flew out to teach us 
more about The Story of God. Pastor Scott and 
Pastor Josh taught us much on Missional 
Community life, and it really impacted Shellie as 
she shared with me, as we learned that Missional 

Communities can look so different depending on 
the people who are in them, their mission, their 
context, and the way the Spirit leads them.  The 
training in VA was very challenging as we 
were/are continuously processing what it will look 
like when we start an MC (City Group as we call 
them at RCC) in our area of Cheltenham. 

 

Our Soma School training in VA, with Scott teaching 20 
of us from up and down the East Coast came to be 
better prepared to love our communities and contexts. 

This past week we had a team from NC, come on 
mission to RCC, to stay in our building, and love 
our city.  It was so refreshing to see these teens 
take time out of their summer to serve Philly.  
They loved our people, we were able to work side 
by side to impact our neighborhood, and we were 
able to cast vision for them as they go back to 
their context to live on mission, intentionally 
building relationships with their classmates and 
neighbors.  We really emphasized to them, they 
need to BE the church not just GO to church.  
They were able to make such a huge impact in our 
neighborhood, making Jesus and RCC known to 
many on our streets, in our schools and parks, in 
such a short period of time, doing much more 
than what we could do on our own! 

 

RCC Soccer Camp, hosted by our Mission Team from 
NC, for over 60 neighborhood children this week! 
#LoveYourNeighbors 

Praises 

- With the warm weather we have seen our 

neighbors more often as we know this is 
important to get face time with them, as we were 
invited to a Father’s Day BBQ next door, had 
dinner with our other neighbor recently, etc. 

- I have been getting many jobs to paint through 

the company I work for. 

-Shellie had her 30th BIRTHDAY!!!!!! 

- We were able to spend time with my 

mentor/friend Pastor Brian Wood on our way 
home from Soma School and had dinner with his 
wife and 3 cute kiddos! 

-This might not seem too big, but we were finally 

able to make worship music books for the teams 
that I lead, with about 40 songs that we play. 

-Back in June, there was a need for 3 students to 

pay for summer high school courses, and the 
people of RCC raised up $450 to pay for them.  
Not only that, but there were 8 tutors who walked 
alongside these students for over a month, 
volunteering their time to help them pass their 
classes.  And they all passed last week!!! 

-So thankful for this amazing couple (Monica & 

Stephen Weeks) who have loved us, served us, 
and led us in this process, preparing for planting!   

 

Prayer Requests 

- Please continue to pray that it is made clear, 

which neighborhood we are to plant in. 

- Please pray and consider being part of God’s 

work, by being a Ministry Partner as we raise the 
remaining $14,000 needed. 

- Please be praying for continual growth in both 

Shellie and I as we desire to be more like Christ 
each day, following the Spirit’s leading. 

- Please pray that we don’t have many more 

unexpected expenses, as we had a big plumbing 
issue in our home, and our A/C went out in July. 

- VERY IMPORTANT!!! Pray for my sister Julie and 

husband Marques (and for their son Gabe) as they 
are expecting baby #2 literally at any minute 
now…as I type! 


