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“GOD IS ABLE TO DO EXCEEDINGLY, ABUNDANTLY ABOVE ALL THAT WE ASK OR THINK” –EPH 3:20   

Our first year of Soma Sending is wrapping 
up, and this Residency has been far more 
helpful and revealing than I ever would have 
imagined.  Shellie and I are so thankful for all 
of the teachers that have trained us, the 
coaches that have mentored us, and all of the 
new friends that we have that we have been 
able to walk alongside of as we all go on this 
journey together, to see different cities all 
across our nation being saturated with the 
Gospel!  We can’t wait to see how the Spirit 
will work in this second year of our Residency 
with RCC & Soma. 

  

This past fall, we went to Texas to train for our 
Soma Sending Summit, growing together under 
Pastor Ben Connelly and Pastor Elliot Grudem’s 
leadership. 

It is our desire to see Philadelphia and the 
surrounding area saturated with the love of 
Jesus.  Being in the Brewerytown 
neighborhood with RCC since June 2017 has 
taught us so much about being the church 
and loving our neighbors well.  We believe 
that Brewerytown is a key location from 
which we will see the rest of the city reached.  
This neighborhood is a mix of longtime 
residents, a large transplanted population of 
young adults from all over the country, 
students from 3 major universities are in the 

area, and many starting their families with 
young children in this community.   

Shellie and I are being trained in a diverse 
neighborhood, seeing how the Gospel 
transforms people as Missional Communities 
(City Groups) engage multiple missions even 
within the same community.  This training 
from Soma, the Weeks and the RCC 
community will serve us well for whatever 
neighborhood Christ calls us to serve, 
whether its continuing with RCC or a future 
church plant.  Most of you know we currently 
live in a suburban neighborhood, 
Cheltenham, that is in close proximity to 
Northeast Philadelphia (1.5 miles away to be 
exact).  It has been interesting to see that 
there is a natural flow from the city to the 
suburbs in different seasons of life for many 
families.  We believe that we could even have 
people from the city moving to the suburbs 
to be part of a church plant as this type of 
transition happens often in our area.  Most of 
our neighbors are almost all from Philly! 

 
Had the privilege to attend the Frequency 
Conference here in Philly with my family from 
RCC!  So thankful for Pastor Eric Mason and 
Epiphany for hosting once again. 

Currently RCC has been growing in many 
ways, and we have started a local City Group 
in Cheltenham for all the families who have 
been commuting into Brewerytown to 
regularly take part in what God is doing down 
there.  We are planning to start the rhythm of 
a regular Family Meal with our CG will start in 
February and we are asking Him to lead us, 
as we want to do whatever His is will for us in 
our neighborhood.   Not only have our CG’s 
been multiplying at RCC, but we are 
preparing for our second group of people 
who will join our RCC Covenant Family 
Membership classes this January!  

 

Right before Thanksgiving our new City Group 
met locally in Jenkintown for The Story of God 
Weekend Immersion Training, led by Pastor Scott 
Osborne (from Chesapeake, VA), to prepare us to 
live on Mission right here in our neighborhood, 
living as the church with gospel intentionality.  
Fully knowing the Story of God really shapes how 
you look at the true mission of the church, and 
who He is calling us to be in our neighborhood. 

There are many to care for within the RCC 
family and many to love in our 
neighborhoods, and the Weeks family 
cannot lead on their own.  I will be pursuing 
eldership at RCC in 2019, and Stephen has 
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asked me to invite more people and churches 
to join us as Ministry Partners, to support us 
in prayer and through finances.  17 families 
have already joined us in God’s work here in 
Philly by being part of our MP Team!  By 
partnering with us, you will be joining in on 
what God is already doing in the Philly area!  I 
will then be able to free up more hours 
during the week, that I would typically spend 
painting.  This freedom would allow me to 
support Pastor Stephen in Brewerytown as 
God has really ripened the harvest fields! 

Worshipping together on our first Sunday 
upstairs at RCC, what a momentous day to 
see all of God’s work come to fruition.  We 
are so thankful for all that offered their time 
and resources to make this possible!       

Feel free to contact me, as we cannot put 
into one letter all that the Spirit has been 
doing to us and through us! You can email 
me, call me, text me, whatever works best 
for you.  We would love to share with you 
more.  We are so thankful for any prayer 
support that you would be able to offer.  We 
also appreciate anyone who is able to help us 
financially, as we look to raise $5000 by the 
end of this year, and also $700 worth of 
monthly support (equaling $8400 over a 12 
month span) from different people/churches 
for 2019.  If you’re interested, we would 
gladly give you the information needed to 
become one of our Ministry Partners!  There 
are many options on how to give, whether 
through check or RCC’s website.   

The Cheltenham Fire Company does so much 
for our neighborhood, caring for and loving 
the people here, so we decided to love them 
back, donating our old SUV to use for their 
training for some of the worst case scenario 
car accidents that they may have to respond 
to.  They turned it into a convertible! 

We have seen the Spirit working in so many 
ways, giving us the strength, freedom and 
opportunity to be the church, to love our 
neighbors and to care for our city.  We are so 
thankful to be a part of what God is already 
doing in Philly & Cheltenham through the 
RCC church plant.  One thing that has been 
close to my heart and part of our prayers has 
been Exodus 33:15, where Moses tells God, ‘if 
your presence does not go with us, do not 
send us,’ as we really want to go where He 
wants us to go, be who He wants us to be and 
love those who He puts in our life, where ever 
that may be, but we only want to go if He will 
go with us! 

 

Shellie and I were able to host our annual 
Hammond Road Christmas Party with the help of 
our CG.  It was such a great time to get to know 
our neighbors more and grow relationships that 
have been developing since we moved to 
Hammond Road!  So excited to see where the 
Spirit will take these friendships! 

Praises 

- We were able to see Shellie’s family at 

Thanksgiving this year.  We had a safe and 
refreshing time in Tennessee with them. 

- Our friend Gloria moved in with us a few 

months ago, to avoid a mold situation at her 
apartment.  She has really been a blessing to us, 
and given us the opportunity to live as God calls us 
to be the church together in community. 

 

We were able to serve our neighbors in 
Brewerytown by showing the true story of 
Christmas thru the movie, ‘The Star’ and all 
proceeds went to raise funds to benefit our local 
Rec Center.  Two families came up to us after and 
let us know that that was the first time they 
actually heard the real reason why we have 
Christmas! 

-So thankful for the Spirit working in some hard 

conversations that have brought much restoration 
and growth within the body.  So great to see what 
He can do to us and through us when we just take 
a moment to sit down with one another and love 
each other. 

 

Prayer Requests 

- Please pray for Pastor Stephen and Monica as 

they lead RCC in this new year!  And also keep all 
of us CG Leaders who serve alongside them to 
make Jesus known in our city! 

- Pray and consider being part of God’s work, by 

being a Ministry Partner as we raise up our 
Ministry Partner Team. 

- Be praying for continual growth in both Shellie 

and I as we desire to be more like Christ each day, 
following the Spirit’s leading. 

 

 


